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these distant ages are, in them, more exactly copied from
nature than in any other memoirs of the times. . * . The poets
may be justly styled painters from life";1 and to lend
dignity to a subject which might have been considered
trifling, finally adds, "Homer was in fact the historian of his
own age ; and even his fictions are a source of knowledge and
truth."2 In 1784, she translated another work of the same
author under the title, Memoirs of Ancient Chivalry. The same
year was published A Concise History of Knighthood. Contain-
ing the Religious and Military Orders which have been instituted
in Europe, by Hugh Clark. This book, though a specialized
and technical work, dealing with "collars, stars, badges and
mottoes"8 of the various orders, must have provided a fund
of knowledge for the novelists. Even dry details are neces-
sary to build up the super-structure of a story, and the lists
in the book of names of persons knighted in each reign seem
to have been a source for the characters in the historical
tales that became popular about this time. The very plates
in the volumes must have been a mine of interest and infor-
mation.

In this way, little by little, a subject that had been con-
sidered not worthy of attention, which had been disposed of
contemptuously as "barbarous," as "abounding with the
false provocative of enchantment and prodigies"4 suited to
gratify only a vitiated and uncultivated taste; which had
been denied even the possibility of any literary merit, re-
gained, through the efforts of scholars, editors, antiquaries,
some of its lost prestige. The stigma of inferiority was taken
away. That these works did effect this change becomes
evident from a comment of The Monthly , in a review of Clara
Reeve's Progress of Romance^ in 1785, a book with which we
might terminate this brief sketch of the more important
works on the subj ect . Bolstering himself up behind authorities,
the reviewer wrote,

"If Hurd, Beattie,6 Warton, and Percy (whose names reflect the

istory of the Troubadours, 1779, P- '***
, Preface, p. xv.                                               ^Preface, p, vii.
*T&? Works of Pope, ed. Rev. Lisle Bowles, 1806, IV, 182. Note by Warburton.
5 James Beattie wrote an essay "On Fable and Romance/* published in his
Dissertations Moral and Critical, in 1783.